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PREAMBLE 

(a)  Public  Health— A team  effort. 

In  this  Annual  Report,  as  in  recent  annual  reports,  the  City 
Surveyor  and  the  City  Architect  have  provided  sections  containing 
very  useful  information  on  those  aspects  of  their  departments’ 
work  that  have  a close  connection  with  the  maintenance  and  the 
improvement  of  public  health  in  the  City  ; and  the  Baths  Manager 
has  given  instructive  particulars  of  the  use  made  of  the  public 
baths  during  the  past  year. 

Due  weight  should  be  given  by  us  to  the  fact  that  Architects, 
Municipal  Engineers,  and  Surveyors  have  played,  and  are  con- 
tinuing to  play,  a very  important  part  in  the  never-ending  battle 
to  improve  the  well-being,  and  the  comfort  and  happiness  of 
young  and  old.  They  are,  in  effect,  partners  with  the  Public 
Health  Service  ; and,  over  the  years,  their  Services  have,  with  the 
Public  Health  Service,  modified  very  considerably  the  environ- 
ment within  which  people  live. 

This  has  had  the  effect  of  influencing  to  a major  degree,  and 
for  the  better,  the  physical  health  (though  perhaps  not  the  mental 
health)  of  all  sections  of  the  community. 

(b)  “ A little  more  fluoride,  please.” 

Hereford  City  water  contains  fluoride  but  in  amounts  that 
are  too  small  for  it  to  perform  its  natural  function  of  building  up 
disease-resistant  teeth  during  the  early  developmental  stages  for 
deciduous  and  permanent  teeth.  One  of  the  results  of  this 
deficiency  in  our  water  (as  compared  with  water  in  more  favoured 
areas  where  about  1.0  parts  per  million  are  found)  is  that  the 
temporary  teeth,  as  well  as  the  permanent  teeth,  of  Hereford 
children  and  adolescents  are  (our  dental  surgeons  tell  us),  in  a 
deplorable  condition.  Moreover,  an  increasing  number  of  our 
older  school  children  and  our  young  adults  have  to  resort  to  using 
dentures  for  mastication,  and  to  conceal  their  edentulous,  sunken- 
cheeked state. 

Correct  diet  can  play  a very  big  part  in  the  maintenance  of 
dental  health,  but  if  we  are  frank  with  ourselves  we  would  recog- 
nise and  admit  that  to  rely  solely  on  diet  and  on  the  tooth  brush 
for  the  prevention  of  dental  disease,  in  these  days  of  attractive, 
palatable,  mass-produced  foods,  is  both  futile  and  foolish. 

Dental  disease  and  its  unhappy  permanent  effects  can,  to  a 
very  considerable  extent,  be  prevented  by  increasing  the  fluoride 
that  is  already  in  our  water  supply  (0.01  parts  per  million)  to  the 
more  effective  level  of  1.0  parts  per  million.  This  addition  can 
be  carried  out  easily  and  safely  using  modern  equipment  and  at 
very  small  cost  in  comparison  with  the  huge  sums  at  present  being 
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spent  annually  through  the  National  Health  Service  and  the 
School  Health  Service  in  almost  vain  efforts  to  stem  the  tide  of 
dental  decay. 

Water  in  which  the  fluoride  already  present  has  been  in- 
creased to  the  most  effective  level,  is  as  safe,  as  odourless  and 
colourless,  and  has  exactly  the  same  taste  as  the  water  had  before 
the  extra  fluoride  was  added.  There  is  no  evidence  whatsoever 
(I  mean  evidence  that  has  been  impartially  checked  and  verified 
by  persons  possessing  the  special  skills  and  qualifications  that  are 
needed  to  assess  the  evidence)  that  a level  of  1.0  parts  per  million 
is,  or  has  ever  been  found  to  be,  detrimental  to  the  physical  or 
mental  health  of  young  or  old,  of  the  ailing  or  the  robust,  or  of 
persons  already  suffering  from  disease  or  disability.  Claims 
that  such  detrimental  effects  have  occurred  have  been  shown 
by  experts  with  the  special  skills  I have  referred  to,  to  be  invalid 
and  completely  without  foundation.  Some  of  these  claims  of 
ill-effects  have,  indeed,  been  made  by  a few  members  of  the 
medical  profession,  but  even  these  have  been  demonstrated  as 
erroneous  by  painstaking  research  on  behalf  of  our  Ministry  of 
Health,  the  World  Health  Organisation,  and  the  American 
Medical  Association. 

The  extra  fluoride  that  is  required  to  bring  the  level  to  1.0 
parts  per  million  can  be  removed  quite  easily  and  inexpensively 
in  the  home  by  those  few  people  who  imagine,  or  who  may  have 
been  frightened  into  imagining,  that  this  extra  fluoride  may  be 
harmful  to  them.  I sympathise  with  such  people,  and  I would 
support  the  provision  of  fluoride-removing  equipment  for  them. 

If  there  was  any  practical  or  practicable  alternative  to  the 
suggested  addition  of  extra  fluoride  to  our  City  water  supply 
I would  support  it,  but  I regret  that  it  has  been  shown  that  the 
other  methods  that  have  been  advocated  and  tried,  for  example, 
painting  fluoride  on  the  teeth,  adding  it  to  milk  in  the  home, 
including  it  in  lozenges  for  children  to  suck,  or  dissolving  tablets 
in  drinks  for  children,  are  very  much  less  effective.  Moreover, 
when  we  face  up  to  the  realities  and  the  practical  difficulties  of 
domestic  life  in  homes  with  young  children,  it  would  be  quite 
unrealistic  to  imagine  that,  nowadays,  children  could  be  made  to 
take  a fluoride  pill  daily  from  birth  to  about  the  age  of  10  or  11 
years.  In  any  case,  the  tooth  buds  start  developing  before 
birth  so  the  mother-to-be  would,  herself,  need  to  take  the  extra 
fluoride  during  pregnancy  in  the  interests  of  the  unborn  child. 

It  may  not  be  realised  that  some  fortunate  Herefordshire 
ratepayers  have  for  the  past  two  or  three  years  been  drinking  water 
to  which  the  extra  fluoride  has  been  added.  Those  whom  I spoke 
to  told  me  that  they  had  not  noticed  any  difference  in  the  water, 
and  that  they  were  as  happy  with  it  then  as  they  had  always  been. 
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None  had  any  complaint  whatsoever  about  the  water.  The 
favoured  few  are  the  people  who  receive  their  drinking  water 
direct  from  the  Birmingham  aqueduct  as  it  passes  through 
North  Herefordshire.  All  Birmingham  water  has  this  extra 
fluoride  added,  so  those  of  us  who  visit  Birmingham  and  drink 
water  there  (or  tea  or  coffee)  are  really  drinking  what  I would  like 
all  Hereford  City  people  (including  my  own  family  and  friends)  to 
drink. 

The  City  of  Hereford  should  be  in  the  forefront  of  progress  in 
this  sphere,  as  we  have  been  in  other  spheres,  so  I hope  that  we,  as  a 
Council,  will  support  the  proposed  addition  of  extra  fluoride  to 
City  water  in  order  to  ensure  better  teeth  for  coming  generations 
of  Herefordians. 

Very  great  responsibility  is,  in  this  connection,  carried  by  the 
members  of  Hereford  City  Council,  not  only  because  other  local 
authorities  in  the  County  tend  to  follow  our  lead,  but  also  because 
a far  higher  proportion  of  Herefordshire  children  live  in  the  City 
than  in  any  other  local  authority  area  in  the  County.  A favour- 
able decision  by  us  will  therefore  produce  proportionately  greater 
benefit  to  County  health  ; and,  conversely,  an  adverse  decision 
on  our  part  will  undoubtedly  have  as  a sequel  a depressingly 
serious  effect  on,  and  do  irremediable  damage  to,  the  dental 
health  of  many  thousands  of  City  and  County  children  during 
coming  years. 


Postscript. 

My  comments  on  dental  health  and  fluoride  were  written  in 
June.  On  July  22nd,  1967,  the  County  Council  resolved  that, 
where  practicable,  all  public  water  supplies  within  the  County  of 
Hereford  should  have  the  recommended  extra  fluoride  added. 
In  view  of  the  keen  interest  that  members  of  the  City  Council 
have  shown  in  this  subject,  I decided  not  to  delete  this  section 
even  though  its  aim  and  object  have  been  overtaken  by  events. 


(c)  “-these  damn  dots-.” — Lord  Randolph  Churchill. 

Analysis  of  our  public  water  supply  for  the  presence  of  radio- 
activity arising  from  nuclear  weapon  explosions  was,  I am  happy 
to  say,  resumed  early  in  the  year  after  a break  of  several  months. 
Even  though  the  level  of  radioactivity  was  low  when  testing  was 
stopped,  and  even  though  the  level  has  fortunately  continued 
to  be  low  up  to  the  present  time,  the  evidence  which  these  analyses 
provide,  at  almost  insignificant  cost,  is  of  permanent  value.  It 
may,  indeed,  be  exceedingly  useful  in  relation  to  people’s  health 
at  the  end  of  this  century,  when  the  children  who  are  drinking 
the  water  at  the  present  time  are  fully  developed  adults. 
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Evidence  is  beginning  to  accrue  (though  definite  conclusions 
have  not  yet  been  arrived  at)  that  the  presence  of  fluoride  in 
drinking  water  for  dental  health  purposes,  may  provide  us  with 
some  measure  of  protection  from  the  long-term  effects  of  radio- 
activity (Strontium  90)  arising  from  nuclear  explosions. 

No  one  can  say  when  sudden  rises  in  the  radioactivity  of  our 
drinking  water  may  appear  (as  they  did  in  1962  and  1963)  and 
this  uncertainty  will  continue  as  long  as  political  instability  and 
international  rivalry  in  the  development  of  nuclear  weapons 
continue.  Therefore,  a knowledge  of  the  radioactivity  being 
absorbed  by  Hereford  citizens  in  1967,  even  though  we  know, 
through  our  tests,  that  it  is  low,  may  enable  us  to  be  the  less 
alarmed  should  a sudden  short-lived  increase  appear. 

The  total  amount  that  has  been  absorbed  over  the  years  and 
retained  in  our  bodies  is  what  is  really  important,  so  the  low 
levels  now  being  recorded  in  our  drinking  water  should  not  be 
regarded  as  a reason  or  a justification,  for  stopping  the  tests. 
To  stop  would  merely  make  testing,  should  the  levels  again  be- 
come high,  the  less  useful. 

The  actual  level  of  radioactivity  from  weapon  explosions,  in 
micro-micro-curies  per  litre,  ranged  from  7.1  in  January,  1966,  to 
1.9  in  December,  the  levels  moving  up  and  down  during  the  months 
of  testing.  Not  until  this  unnatural  form  of  radioactivity  in  our 
drinking  water  (and  in  our  foods)  has  almost  disappeared,  or 
until  the  decimal  points  (or  dots  as  Lord  Randolph  called  them) 
have  themselves  disappeared  by  the  radioactivity  becoming  so 
minute  that  it  must  be  recorded  as  “ None  present,”  can  we  be 
really  happy. 


(d)  “To  dive  or  not  to  dive,  that  is  the  question  ’’—adapted  from 
Hamlet. 

Our  Public  Baths  provide  a beneficial  and  a popular  service 
for  the  community,  and  very  encouraging  use  is  made  of  them  by 
City  residents  and  by  persons  who  live  many  miles  away  in  the 
rural  areas. 

Dissatisfaction  with  the  present  building,  and  in  particular 
with  its  length,  depth,  and  size  has  been  the  subject  of  comment 
in  previous  annual  reports.  Very  considerable  and  indeed, 
creditable  improvement  has  been  made  to  the  building  during 
recent  years,  but  the  basic  defects  (if  I may  call  them  that) 
remain.  The  Health  Committee  consider  that  its  future  use 
should  be  within  the  sphere  of  teaching  : that  it  should  be  solely 
a teaching  pool.  This  new  role  presupposes  the  erection  of  a new 
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Baths,  either  connected  with,  or  immediately  adjacent  to,  the 
present  baths.  Difficulties  with  access  from  the  trunk  road 
(the  principal  objection  of  the  Planning  Authority  to  the  siting  of 
the  proposed  new  baths)  are  now  likely  to  be  eliminated  by  ex- 
citing proposals  for  the  redevelopment  of  the  whole  of  the  Moor- 
fields  area  following  the  demolition  of  the  unhealthy  dwellings 
and  by  the  inclusion  in  those  proposals  of  a new  road  giving  access 
to  the  rear  of  the  baths  site. 

If  and  when  a new  baths  is  built,  our  bathers  will  be  able  to 
practice  vertical  dives  in  safety.  This  cannot  be  permitted  now 
because  the  present  depth  is  considered  to  be  insufficient. 
There  will  be  adequate  space  for  potential  swimming  champions 
to  pursue  training,  and  for  those  wishing  to  qualify  for  the  Life 
Saving  badge  or  for  the  Swimming  Instructor’s  badge  to  practice 
without  necessarily  having  to  be  members  of  a swimming  club  ; 
and,  of  course,  the  occasional  queuing  to  prevent  overcrowding 
of  the  Baths  will,  I hope,  have  become  a thing  of  the  past. 

It  is  not  merely  a question  of  diving  or  not  diving  (in  the 
vertical  style),  though  that  itself  is  not  unimportant,  it  is  more  a 
question  of  whether  we  should  regard  a new  baths  as  a luxury 
that  can  (and,  therefore,  in  these  days  of  financial  stringency, 
should)  be  deferred  until  more  prosperous  days  : or  if  we  should 
look  on  the  Baths  as  a virtual  necessity  because  of  its  undoubted 
value  as  a means  to  achieving  and  maintaining  physical  fitness, 
and  as  a mental  tonic  to  counter,  by  its  invigorating  effects,  the 
lassitude,  the  boredom,  and  the  jaded  spirits  that  the  rush  and 
worry  of  modern  life  increasingly  inflicts  on  us. 

I cycle  regularly  in  summer  and  in  winter,  to  maintain  my 
physical  (and,  I hope,  my  mental)  health,  but  thousands  of  our 
people  prefer  swimming,  as  the  Baths  Manager’s  comments  on 
another  page  indicate. 

Each  of  us  has  a duty  to  ourselves,  to  our  relatives,  and  to 
our  employers  to  maintain  our  physical  fitness.  Those  who  do 
not  recognise  this  duty,  or  who  shrink  from  it  because  of  its  in- 
evitable demands  on  self-discipline  and  self-denial,  are  prone  to 
become  less  efficient  and  to  tire  more  easily  because  of  the  ac- 
cumulation in  their  bodies  of  the  waste  products  of  metabolism 
that  should  be  flushed  out  by  strenuous  exercise.  Such  persons 
are  also,  in  general,  less  easy  to  work  with  because  they  are  more 
irritable  : and,  of  course,  as  a consequence  of  these  particular 
characteristics  of  physical  unfitness,  they  are  the  more  likely  to 
make  otherwise  avoidable  mistakes  in  the  course  of  their  work. 

For  these  reasons,  and  for  others,  we  should  continue  to  give 
all  the  help  we  can  to  the  proposal  to  erect  another  Public  Baths 
as  soon  as  possible. 
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(e)  “ If  preventable,  why  not  prevented  ? ’’—Edward  VIII  in  a 
speech  when  Prince  of  Wales. 

If  one  saw  a herd  of  nearly  200  cattle  being  driven  along  the 
road,  comments  that  people  might  make  would  be,  “ What  a 
large  herd,”  “ Worth  a lot  of  money,”  “ An  awful  lot  of  meat,” 
and  so  on.  All  would  be  correct,  yet  last  year  a weight  of  home- 
produced  meat  equivalent  to  a herd  of  cattle  of  that  size,  each 
animal  weighing  about  six  hundredweights,  was  condemned  in 
Herefordshire  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : about  150  of  the 
total  being  condemned  in  our  Municipal  Abattoir — over  46 
tons  of  it.  Though  only  the  appropriate  Ministry  could  produce 
and  publish  accurate  figures  of  the  weight  of  home-produced 
meat  condemned  in  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  it  could 
not  be  less  than  the  equivalent  of  25,000  cattle,  and  possibly  over 
30,000.  To  gain  some  idea  of  what  this  could,  in  practice,  amount 
to,  we  should  imagine  several  herds  of  the  size  of  the  large  trail 
herd  that  used  to  be  seen  on  the  T.V.  western  serial  “ Rawhide,” 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  each  year. 

I give  these  figures  purely  for  illustration  and  to  highlight 
the  enormous  wastage  of  valuable  protein  that  is  going  on  year 
in,  year  out — some  of  it  clearly  avoidable  by  better  animal  hus- 
bandry, or  by  more  research  on  animal  diseases,  and  some  of  it 
definitely  unavoidable. 

The  46  tons  I have  referred  to  as  condemned  in  our  own  abat- 
toir is  “ dressed  weight.”  Those  parts  of  the  animal  that  are 
normally  discarded,  such  as  hide,  hooves,  etc.,  are  not  included. 
The  total  weight  includes  beef,  pork,  mutton  and  veal.  Because 
what  has  been  recorded  as  condemned  is  dressed  weight,  I have 
taken  the  average  dressed  weight  of  a beef  carcase,  that  is  six 
hundredweights,  in  my  calculation  of  herd  size.  Moreover,  these 
six  hundredweights  include  skulls  and  bones  in  the  same  way  that 
the  meat  recorded  as  condemned  includes  some  bones  and  many 
skulls.  Yet,  when  one  considers  the  enormous  quantity  of  highly 
nutritious  liver  that  is  condemned,  the  proportion  of  edible 
material  in  the  total  condemned  is  very  high. 

Every  effort,  it  need  hardly  be  said,  is  made  by  our  Meat 
Inspector  (with  whom  I have  discussed  the  subject),  to  save  what 
can  be  saved,  even  small  portions  of  liver  and  so  on. 

Recognised  standards  must  be  maintained,  and  the  Council 
can  have  every  confidence  that  they  are  being  maintained. 
Nevertheless,  if  anything  can  be  done  by  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture, Fisheries  and  Food  and  by  the  National  Farmers  Union 
to  eliminate  those  causes  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat  and  offal 
that  originate  on  the  farm,  it  is  in  the  national  interest  that  action 
be  taken. 


June,  1967. 


I.  F.  MACKENZIE. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  ARE  A 

xArea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,031  acres 


Registrar-General’s  Estimated  Mid-year  Popula- 
tion (June,  1966)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45,870 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  13,971 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £2,140,386 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  £8,400 

Vital  Statistics 

Males  Females  Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate  ...  ...  437  420  857 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  38  19  57 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  18.7 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  6.2% 

Still  Births — Legitimate  ...  ...  7 6 13 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  — 1 1 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  ...  ...  14.2 

Total  live  and  still-births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  928 

Infant  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  23.7 

Legitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21.3 

Illegitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59.9 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  18.7 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  16.2 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ...  33.2 

Maternal  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  ...  — 

The  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales  for  1966  were  : 

Live  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17.7 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19.0 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.7 

Males  Females  Total 

Deaths  ...  ...  ---  230  204  434 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  ...  10.7 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  of  which  there  were  19  in 
1966  were,  in  the  main,  due  to  prematurity,  congenital  abnor- 
malities, and  acute  respiratory  infections. 

There  were  3 deaths  among  the  57  illegitimate  live  births. 

Of  the  infant  deaths,  11  were  female  and  8 male;  9 of  the 
female  and  4 of  the  male  babies  dying  within  one  week  from  birth. 

Puerperal  Morbidity. — There  were  3 cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  §N  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Routine  Sampling. 

The  responsibility  for  supplying  pure  and  wholesome  water  for 
the  citizens  of  Hereford  rests  with  the  Herefordshire  Water  Board. 

Regular  sampling,  week  by  week,  at  consumers'  taps,  is 
carried  out  by  public  health  inspectors  to  ensure  that  the  water  is 
safe  and  potable.  Sampling  at  the  Water-works  is  undertaken 
by  the  Engineer  and  Manager.  Copies  of  the  laboratory  re- 
ports on  the  samples  taken  by  him  and  by  us  are  exchanged, 
thus  enabling  the  Board  and  the  Health  Department  to  be 
kept  constantly  fully  informed.  It  should  be  remembered  that  not 
only  the  intake  at  the  River  Wye  and  the  treatment  works  are  the 
property  of  the  Board  : the  distribution  reticulum,  throughout 
the  city,  was  included  in  the  transfer  under  the  Herefordshire 
Water  Board  Order. 

During  the  year,  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  samples  of  this 
treated  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 
The  water  was  shown  to  be  generally  of  the  same  high  quality  as 
in  former  years.  Reports  on  the  samples  are  submitted  to  the 
Health  Committee  monthly. 

All  premises  in  the  City,  with  the  exception  of  5 houses 
supplied  from  wells,  receive  the  supply  direct  from  the  water  mains. 


CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS 

Analysis  of  a sample  of  water  from  the  City  supply  that  was 
carried  out  during  the  year  yielded  the  following  results  : — 


Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  million . 

Appearance  : Bright,  few  small  particles. 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.1 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  ...  ...  ...  ...  16.7 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  at  27 °C 

in  4 hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.3 

Total  Solids  dried  at  100°C  ...  ...  ...  130 

Nitrite  Nitrogen ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

pH  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7.4 


This  water  is  organically  of  reasonably  good  quality,  and, 
subject  to  satisfactory  bacteriological  examination,  safe  for  use 
for  drinking  purposes. 
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PUBLIC  BATHS 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  asked  for  the  inclusion  in  this 
Annual  Report  of  certain  particulars  relating  to  the  existing 
Public  Baths.  These  are  as  follows. 

The  Baths,  which  are  of  80,000  gallons  capacity,  are  filled 
with  chlorinated  water  from  the  public  water  supply  once  a year. 
Filtration,  chlorination,  and  treatment  with  alumina-ferric  and 
sodium  carbonate  are  carried  out  continuously  while  the  baths  are 
in  use.  The  whole  of  the  80,000  gallons  are  purified  every  3|  hours. 

The  Baths  Manager  and  his  staff  make  checks  on  the  level 
of  residual  chlorine  at  stated  intervals  during  the  day ; and 
the  findings  are  entered  in  a permanent  record.  In  addition, 
bacteriological  analysis  is  undertaken  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  on  samples  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
week  by  week,  while  the  baths  are  in  actual  use,  and  without 
prior  arrangement  with  the  staff  at  the  baths. 

During  the  year  1st  April,  1966,  to  31st  March,  1967,  a 
total  of  135,000  bathers  used  the  Public  Baths.  This  is  approxi- 
mately 13,000  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  increase  is  remarkable  because,  during  the  year,  ad- 
mission charges  were  increased,  and  were  doubled  in  the  case  of 
adults.  This  shows  the  very  strong  and  increasing  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  community  to  learn  to  swim  and  to  swim  for  pleasure. 
Sincel960  there  has  been  an  increase  of  approximately  35,000  in 
the  annual  total  of  persons  coming  to  the  baths  to  bathe  and  swim. 

During  the  summer  season  the  swimming  bath  is  open  for  an 
average  of  14  hours  on  each  week  day.  Many  of  our  patrons  are 
persons  residing  outside  the  City  because  there  is  no  other  indoor 
swimming  pool  for  public  use  in  Herefordshire.  The  demand  from 
schools,  general  public,  and  swimming  clubs  is  so  great  that  it 
cannot  be  fully  met. 

As  more  leisure  time  becomes  available  to  the  community, 
additional  swimming  facilities  for  recreational  and  competition 
swimming,  and  for  the  teaching  of  life  saving,  and  diving  is 
becoming  an  urgent  priority. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

In  connection  with  the  Sewage  Works  Extension,  proposals 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government,  and  we  are  now  waiting  for  an  enquiry  to  be  held 
in  Hereford  by  a Ministry  Inspector. 

The  use  of  the  chemical  conditioner  Aluminium  Chloro- 
hydrate  as  a means  of  alleviating  the  critical  sludge  treatment 
problem  was  continued  during  the  year  with  satisfactory  results. 
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The  existing  works  continued  to  operate  under  grossly  over- 
loaded conditions  which  resulted  at  times  in  below-standard 
effluent.  The  Wye  River  Authority,  however,  are  bearing  with 
the  City  Council  in  this  unsatisfactory  situation  in  view  of  the 
steps  that  the  Council  are  taking  to  improve  matters  by  the 
construction  of  extensions  to  the  Sewage  Works. 

There  have  been  no  major  additions  to  the  sewer  system. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

Particulars  of  types  and  usage  of  Sanitary  Conveniences  at 
dwellings  and  industrial  premises  : — 

Number  of  dwellings  using  pail  closets  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  industrial  premises  using  pail  closets  1 

Number  of  dwellings  with  one  W.C.  to  two  houses  52 

Number  of  dwellings  with  one  W.C.  to  three  or 

more  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

The  houses  using  the  conservancy  (pail)  system  are  mainly 
in  the  rural  outskirts  of  the  city  where  sewer  connection  is  not 
reasonably  practicable.  For  example,  there  are  five  in  the  Bulling- 
ham  district,  one  in  Breinton,  four  in  Franchistone,  and  so  on. 

The  dwellings  in  which  closet  accommodation  is  shared,  are, 
as  one  wouid  expect,  scattered  throughout  the  older  parts  of  the 
city.  Some  of  these  are  in  confirmed  Clearance  Areas,  others  are 
in  proposed  Clearance  Areas,  and  the  rest  are  on  the  list  for  action 
under  the  Housing  Acts.  Action  on  28  of  these  dwellings  was 
taken  during  the  year  reducing  the  number  of  dwellings  having 
to  share  with  one  or  more  dwellings  from  96  to  68. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Council’s  refuse  collection  service 
has  continued  to  expand  with  the  growth  of  the  City.  The  modern- 
isation of  the  freighter  fleet  has  continued  ; and  to  improve  the 
efficiency  of  collection,  the  purchase  of  continuous  loading  ve- 
hicles is  being  considered. 

The  Refuse  Destructor  has  been  operating  to  capacity  during 
the  past  year,  but  pressure  has  been  relieved  by  the  increased  use 
made  of  the  Council’s  tip  at  Belmont.  This  tip  has  proved  a 
worthwhile  acquisition.  It  has  operated  under  controlled  tipping 
conditions  without  complaint. 
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The  collection  of  salvage  has  continued  at  a steady  rate, 
although  far  too  much  rubbish  is  being  put  out  by  traders  as 
salvage  instead  of  as  refuse.  The  cost  of  sorting  is  consequently 
increased,  and  a review  of  salvage  and  trade  collections  is  being 
considered. 


HOUSING  AND  HEALTH 

Accommodation  for  the  Elderly. 

Much  has  been  written,  and  much  continues  to  be  written, 
about  the  increasing  number  of  aged  people  in  the  community  ; 
and  many  sociological  studies  have  been  made  and  reports  pub- 
lished. Basically,  the  aged  can  be  separated  by  definition  into 
those  who  suffer  fairly  considerable  incapacity,  and  those  who  are 
capable  of  caring  for  themselves  if  suitable  accommodation  is 
available  for  them.  The  need  to  afford  to  the  elderly,  current 
standards  of  a healthy,  pleasant  and  convenient  environment  is 
the  responsibility  of  the  community  as  a whole. 

On  a national  level,  pressure  for  accommodation  for  the  very 
infirm  has  meant  that  less  emphasis  has  been  given  to  planning 
for  the  more  alert  and  able  aged  persons.  These,  by  the  increase 
in  the  proportion  of  special  housing,  may,  with  support  from  a 
warden  and  local  authority  domiciliary  services,  be  able  to  live 
independently  for  far  longer  than  would  otherwise  be  possible. 

The  accommodation  in  this  special  housing  must  be  compact, 
be  very  carefully  planned,  and  should  incorporate  suitable  fittings 
and  fixtures.  These  take  into  account  the  difficulties  of  reach- 
ing up  and  bending  down  and  making  other  physical  movements 
which  increase  in  difficulty  with  age.  Housing  of  this  type  should 
be  sited  to  be  convenient  for  day-to-day  shopping  : and  it  should 
be  adjacent  to  other  housing  where  there  are  younger  people, 
thus  minimising  the  feeling  of  isolation  that  would  arise  in  a 
community  of  the  exclusively  elderly. 

The  Housing  Committee  are  planning  to  provide  accommoda- 
tion for  the  elderly  of  this  type  at  Bryngwyn  Terrace,  at  Moor 
Farm  Estate,  and  at  Hillside  ; and  it  is  intended  that  this  shall 
take  the  form  of  grouped  flatlets.  The  flatlets  will  comprise 
living  room,  bedroom,  bathroom,  and  kitchen  of  appropriate 
sizes  for  single  people  or  for  couples.  These  are  to  be  built  in 
two  storey  blocks  of  four  flatlets  per  block.  A flexible  assembly 
of  blocks  is  to  be  linked  by  balconies  and  by  covered  walk-ways 
to  a communal  block  which  will  contain  a communal  sitting 
room,  a television  room,  a laundry,  and  a small  kitchen  from  which 
light  refreshments  can  be  served  at  social  gatherings.  In  con- 
junction with  each  scheme  a five-person  flat  will  be  built  in  which  a 
warden  will  live.  He  will  be  available  to  help  the  tenants  in 
emergencies  : and  summoning  will  be  by  an  alarm  system. 
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HOUSING  PROGRESS  DURING  1966 


During  the  year  contracts 

Hillside  Section  1A 
Hillside  Section  IB 

Whitehouse  Farm  Section  5 

Old  Hunderton  Estate 


were  commenced  which  included  : — 

14  Houses  for  Sale. 

27  Houses,  8 Flats  and  10  Bun- 
galows. 

13  Town  Houses,  4 Shops  and 
Maisonettes. 

Modernisation  to  142  Houses. 


Other  works  included  the  erection  of  64  Garages,  fencing  and 
demolition,  etc. 

The  repair  and  maintenance  of  Corporation  buildings  con- 
tinued and  the  City  Library’s  frontage  has  benefited  by  the 
cleaning  and  restoration  of  its  stonework. 

Preliminary  and  design  work  on  projects  for  Housing  and 
other  Committees  included  : — 

Red  Barn  Farm — 100  Houses. 

Bryngwyn  Terrace — 24  Elderly  Persons’  Flatlets  and  36 
Houses. 

Housing  at  Crossfields,  Springfield  Avenue  and  Turner  Street. 

Housing  at  Belmont  Road/Ross  Road. 

Improvements  to  houses  at  Ross  Road. 

New  Roads  Depot — Stage  I. 

Extensive  Cattle  Market  redevelopment. 

Sports  Centre  at  the  Racecourse. 

Bandstand,  etc.  at  the  Castle  Green. 

Provision  of  Public  Convenience  and  Weighbridge  Office  at 
Merton  Meadow  and  Conveniences  at  Ledbury  Road  and 
Bath  Street. 

Work  was  also  carried  out  in  connection  with  Planning  and 
the  Consortium  Working  Party. 


THE  CONTINUING  DEMAND 

Though  189  houses  were  completed  by  the  City  Council 
during  1966,  and  146  by  private  enterprise,  and  though  449 
families  were  rehoused  by  the  Housing  Committee  during  the 
year,  there  is  still  a considerable  demand  and  a continuing  need. 
The  size  of  the  City  Council’s  waiting  list,  the  unhealthy  dwellings 
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that  continue  in  occupation,  and  the  enterprise  of  local  builders 
in  the  sphere  of  private  house  building,  are  evidence  that  the 
housing  of  people  already  in  the  City,  and  the  satisfying  of  the 
demand  from  others  who  wish  to  come  and  live  here  is  one  of 
the  City’s  most  urgent  problems  at  the  present  time. 


UNFIT  DWELLINGS 
(Individual  Dwellings) 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  Undertakings  not  to  relet  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  for  habitation...  13 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Improvement  Grants  are  intended  to  help  owners  of  old 
houses  which  still  have  a useful  life,  to  bring  them  up-to-date  with 
modern  amenities.  Grants  are  not  payable  for  normal  repairs  or 
renewals,  nor  for  remedying  faults  resulting  from  neglect  or  poor 
maintenance. 

Two  kinds  of  grant  are  available  under  arrangements 
introduced  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in 
1959.  They  are  called  Standard  Grants  and  Discretionary^  Grants. 

To  qualify  for  a Standard  Grant,  the  house  must,  after  the 
improvements  have  been  completed,  be  provided  with  five  stan- 
dard amenities,  namely,  bath,  wash  basin,  hot  and  cold  water 
supply  at  the  bath,  wash-hand  basin  and  sink,  water  closet,  and 
larder.  The  grant,  up  to  a maximum  of  £350,  must  be  paid  by  the 
Council,  provided  that  the  requisite  conditions  are  complied  with. 

The  second  kind  of  grant,  the  Discretionary  Grant,  is  paid 
solely  at  the  discretion  of  the  Council.  It  is  available  for  a wider 
range  of  improvements,  the  Twelve  Point  Standard  as  it  has  been 
called.  The  maximum  grant  per  house  in  this  case  is  £400.  Where, 
however,  flats  are  produced  by  the  conversion  of  a house  of  three 
or  more  storeys,  the  maximum  grant  could  be  £500. 

During  1966,  19  Standard  Grants  were  approved.  This  is 
five  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year.  Not  nearly  enough  use  is 
made  of  the  Improvement  grants  scheme  by  house  owners, 
particularly  the  owners  of  houses  in  the  so-called  twilight  areas, 
where  modernisation,  assisted  by  improvement  grants,  could 
transform  living  conditions  for  the  people. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year: — 


Caravans  and  Camping  Grounds 

• • • 

715 

Clean  Air  Act 

143 

Cinemas  and  Licensed  Premises 

29 

Consumer  Protection  Act 

— 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts 

5 

Explosives  Act 

« • <» 

48 

Factories  Act 

72 

Factories  (Outworkers) 

• 

2 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  (Sampling) 

214 

Food  Vehicles 

23 

Food  Stalls 

157 

Food  Premises 

259 

Food  (Unsound)  ... 

139 

Housing  (General) 

752 

Ice-Cream  Premises 

51 

Infectious  Disease  and  Food  Poisoning 

58 

Knackers  Yard 

12 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

• • •* 

75 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations 

11 

Milk  Sampling  for  Biological  Examination 

39 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  ... 

43 

National  Assistance  Act  ... 

3 

Nuisances  (including  inspections  of  drainage,  sewers, 
sanitary  conveniences  and  dustbins)... 

1,275 

Noise  Abatement  Act 

50 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

1 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 

220 

Pest  Control 

42 

Public  Conveniences 

102 

Pet  Animals  Act  ... 

4 

Public  Health  Meat  Regulations 

— 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials 

— 

Shops  Act ... 

43 

Slaughterhouse 

349 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

6 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act 

— 

Verminous  Premises 

11 

Water  Supply  and  Sampling 

224 

Wye  Flooding 

26 

Miscellaneous 

401 

5,604 
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NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  FOUND 


Particulars  of  nuisances  and  other  contraventions  found  during 
the  year  for  which  the  requisite  Statutory  and  informal  notices 
were  served  : — 


Hereford  Corporation  Act,  1936 
Choked  drains  ... 

Public  Health  Acts,  1936/61 

Choked  and  defective  public  sewers  ... 

Choked  and  defective  private  sewers 

Housing  defects 

Defective  drainage 

Defective  sanitary  conveniences 

Defective  roofs 

Defective  gutters 

Accumulation  of  rubbish 

Exposed  electric  wire 

To  provide  supply  of  wholesome  water 

Outhouses  used  as  public  convenience 

Insufficient  dustbins  ... 

Nuisance  from  bird  droppings 
Unsatisfactory  septic  tank 
Dangerous  structures  ... 

Nuisance  from  smell  ... 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Contraventions  of  the  Regulations  ... 

Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations 
Contravention  of  the  Regulations 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
Contravention  of  Regulations 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 
Contraventions  of  various  provisions  of  the  Act 

Clean  Air  Act 

Abatement  of  smoke  nuisances 


28 

11 

16 

11 

11 

5 

9 

8 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

82 

17 

4 

70 

1 


Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilising)  Regulations 

Contraventions  of  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Shops  Act 

To  close  shop  on  half  day  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Factories  Act 

Unsuitable  sanitary  accommodation...  ...  ...  9 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT 

Under  certain  Orders,  etc.,  made  under  the  Merchandise 
Marks  Act,  the  origin  of  certain  imported  foods  must  be  exhibited 
in  the  shop  at  the  time  of  sale  of  such  foods. 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  check  on  these  matters  during 
routine  inspections  of  food  shops  and  draw  the  attention  of  the 
management  to  any  contravention. 

Forty-three  special  visits  were  made  to  food  shops  for  this 
purpose  during  1966. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

A list  of  the  public  conveniences  in  the  City  is  given  below. 

It  is  Council  policy  that  there  should  be  free  use  of  all  public 
conveniences  in  the  city  ; and  that,  where  practicable,  facilities 
for  personal  hygiene  should  also  be  provided  free  of  charge. 
These  are  already  available  for  public  use.  This  is  an  important 
development  in  the  interests  of  public  health  that  many  other 
cities  in  Britain  should  emulate. 


Conveniences 

Male 

Female 

Bewell  Street  ... 

...  + 

T 

Buhners’  Playing  Field 

...  + 

+ 

’Bus  Station,  Commercial  Road 

...  + 

+ 

Castle  Green 

...  + 

+ 

Cattle  Market 

...  + (2) 

+ 

Cemetery 

...  + 

+ 

Edgar  Street 

...  + 

+ 

King  George’s  Playing  Field  ... 

...  + 

+ 

Maylord  Street 

...  + 

4- 

Newmarket  Street 

...  + 

— 

Ritz,  Commercial  Road 

...  + 

+ 

St.  Martin’s  Avenue 

...  + 

+ 

St.  Owen’s  Gate 

...  + 

— 

Station  Approach 

...  + 

— 

Union  Street 

...  + 

+ 

West  Street 

...  + 

— 

Widemarsh  Common  ... 

-P 

Wye  Street 

...  + 

— - 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

National  Survey  of  Air  Pollution. 

This  survey  is  organised  and  controlled  by  the  Department 
of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research.  Its  purpose  is  to  investigate 
pollution  of  the  atmosphere.  Two  important  pollutants  of  the  air 
in  our  cities  are  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide. 

Hereford  having  been  selected,  among  other  districts,  as  a 
town  in  which  the  measurement  of  sulphur  dioxide  and  smoke 
would  be  of  value  to  the  D.S.I.R.  in  preparing  their  report  on 
atmospheric  pollution  of  the  country  as  a whole,  the  City  Council 
decided  to  take  part  in  the  survey,  and  to  set  up  three  stations. 

The  stations  are  situated  at  the  following  points  : — 

1.  Messrs.  Henry  Wiggin  & Co.  Ltd.,  Holmer  Road,  Here- 
ford. 

2.  Herefordshire  Public  Health  Laboratory,  County  Hos- 
pital. 

3.  Hillside,  Ross  Road. 

Though  there  is  a city  byelaw  under  which  grates  installed 
in  all  new  houses  must  be  capable  of  burning  smokeless  fuel, 
there  is  no  obligation  (as  yet)  on  householders  to  use  smokeless 
fuels  in  place  of  coal. 


FACTORIES  ACT 

I.— Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

( i ) Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

16 

(«)  Factories  not  included  in  ( i ) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

227 

62 

8 

(in)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

14 

10 

1 

Total 

257 

72 

9 

— 

20 


2. — Defects  Found. 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  Defects 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

Prosecu- 

tions 

(6) 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

. . — 

— . . 



— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

Temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of 

Floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

1 



Unsuitable  or  Defective 

7 

6 

— 

5 



Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Other  Offences 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ...  1 

11 

10 

— 

7 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

out-workers 

cases  of 

prosecu- 

instances 

Nature 

in  August 

default 

tions  for 

of  work  in 

Notices 

Prose- 

of 

list 

in  sending 

failure 

unwhole- 

served 

cutions 

Work 

required 

lists  to 

to  supply 

some 

by  Section 
110  (1)  (c) 

the  Council 

lists 

premises 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(V 

Wearing  apparel 

Making  etc.. 
Cleaning  and 
Washing 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Making  of  cur- 

tains  and  fur- 
niture hang- 
ings 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3. — Outworks  Premises. 

Number  of  Premises  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Visits  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Notices  ...  ...  — 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

All  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  were  required  to  be 
registered  under  the  above  Act,  and  the  majority  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  came  into  force  on  1st  August,  1964.  The  total  number 
on  our  Register  at  the  end  of  1966  was  662. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  premises  registered 
and  the  number  of  inspections  carried  out  to  the  end  of  the  year. 


Registrations  and  general  Inspections 


(1) 

Class  of  premises 

(2) 

Number  of  p re- 
mises registered 
during  the 

year 

(3) 

Total  number  of 
registered  prem- 
ises at  end  of 
year 

(4) 

Number  of  regis- 
tered premises 
receiving  a gen- 
eral inspection 
during  the 
year 

Offices 

7 

209 

17 

Retail  Shops 

10 

357 

49 

Wholesale  Shops,  Ware- 

houses  ... 

2 

35 

2 

Catering  establishments 

open  to  the  public,  can- 

teens  ...  ...  ... 

6 

56 

16 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

5 

1 

Total  number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  220 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

Number  recorded  in  the  City— 

Fellmongers  1 

Gut  Scrapers  1 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers  I 

No  nuisances  from  these  premises  were  reported  during  the 
year. 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT 
ACT,  1960. 

There  are  five  caravan  sites  licensed,  accommodating  169, 
46,  52,  12  and  12  caravans  respectively. 

In  addition,  there  are  10  smaller  sites  licensed  and  accom- 
modating a total  of  13  caravans. 

The  conditions  of  the  licence  relating  to  the  Wyelands 
Caravan  Site,  Belmont  Road,  are  directed  to  the  running  down  of 
the  site  by  30th  August,  1967. 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  ...  715 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

RODENT  CONTROL 


Type  of  Property 

Non-  Agri- 
cultural 

Agri- 

cultural 

Properties  other  than  Sewers  : 

(1)  Number  of  properties  in  district 

17,494 

31 

(2)  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification 

(, b ) Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice... 

222 

157 

— 

38 

— 

(3)  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for 
rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

( b ) Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice... 

110 

1 

97 

1 

57 

— 

RAT  INFESTATION  IN  SEWERS 

The  public  sewers  are  test  baited  once  a year  for  rats  and 
mice.  Only  occasionally  are  there  any  signs  of  infestation  and 
then  poison  baits  are  laid.  The  last  occasion  this  proved  neces- 
sary was  in  1962. 


PESTS  CONTROL 

Constant  vigilance  is  required  to  ensure  that  the  numbers  of 
rats  and  mice  are  reduced  to  a minimum,  and  a full-time  Pest 
Officer  is  employed  by  the  Department. 

In  addition  to  the  service  for  rats  and  mice  destruction  the 
Department  operates  a service  for  the  control  of  insect  pests. 
Advice  is  given  on  methods  to  eradicate  insects  found  in  and 
about  dwellings  and  other  premises.  Where  requested,  destruction 
of  such  pests  is  undertaken  by  the  Health  Department  at  agreed 
charges. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


MILK  SUPPLY 

In  accordance  with  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Amend- 
ment) Regulations,  1965,  all  milk  sold  in  the  City  is  either  Pas- 
teurised, Untreated  or  Sterilised.  Two  retailers  sell  Channel 
Islands  Milk,  and  two  retailers  deal  in  Sterilized  Milk. 

The  number  of  persons  or  bodies  registered  to  sell  milk  in  the 
City  is  70,  an  increase  of  11  over  1965. 


Particulars  of  Designated  Milk  Sampling  and  Testing 

During  the  Year 


Class  of  Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 
Tested 

Appropriate  Tests 

No.  of  Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Phosphatase 

33 

2 

Pasteurised 

35 

*Methylene  Blue 

29 

— 

Sterilised... 

6 

Turbidity 

6 

— 

The  Methylene  Test  was  not  performed  on  six  samples  of 
milk  because  of  failure  of  laboratory  apparatus. 


Biological  Examination  of  Milk  and  Cream 

Twenty  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Worcester,  for  biological  tests  for  the  presence  of 
Tubercle  Bacilli  and  B.  abortus.  All  the  samples  were  reported 
negative. 


ICE  CREAM 

Supervision  and  Control  of  the  Manufacture  and  Sale 

of  Ice  Cream 

Hereford  Corporation  Act,  1936 

Number  of  persons  and  premises  registered  for 

the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  persons  and  premises  registered  for 

the  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  175 

One  hundred  and  sixty-six  persons  registered  for  the  sale 
of  ice-cream  obtained  their  supplies  from  eleven  manufacturers 
outside  the  City.  Only  nine  vendors  sold  ice-cream  manufactured 

locally. 
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Bacteriological  Analysis 

36  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  County  Hospital.  These 
were  subjected  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  and  graded 
accordingly. 

Samples  placed  in  Grades  1 and  2 are  deemed  satisfactory, 
those  in  Grades  3 and  4 unsatisfactory. 


TABLE  A 

Results  of  All  Samples  Taken  in  the  City 


Type  of  Mix 

Provision 

,al  Grade 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Heat  Treated 

25  (86.2%) 

2 (7.0%) 

1 (3.4%) 

1 (3-4%) 

29 

Cold  Mix 

6 (85.7%) 

1 (14.3%) 

- — - 

— 

7 

Total 

31  (86.1%) 

3 (8.3%) 

1 (2.8%) 

1 (2.8%) 

36 

34  (94.4%) 

2 (5.6%) 

TABLE  B 

Comparative  Results  of  all  Satisfactory  Samples  for  the  Last 

Three  Years 


All 

Local 

External 

Year 

Samples 

Manufacturers 

Manufacturers 

1964  ... 

89.5% 

83.3% 

92.3% 

1965  

90.5% 

93.7% 

88.5% 

1966  .. 

94.4% 

86.7% 

100% 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  made  439 
visits  to  food  premises. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

Every  year  a number  of  complaints  is  received  from  members 
of  the  public  concerning  mould  on  pies,  cakes,  sausage  rolls  and 
so  on.  Most  of  the  complaints  relate  to  pre-wrapped  foods.  A 
circular  letter  was  therefore  sent  to  the  occupiers  of  all  premises 
known  to  sell  such  foods,  emphasising  the  importance  of  sys- 
tematic stock  rotation,  and  advising  on  methods  of  storage 
designed  to  reduce  mould  growth. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1960 


Category  of  Trade 

No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg.  16 

No.  of 
Premises 
to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

No.  of 
Premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg.  19 

Preserved  food  preparing 
premises  registered  un- 
der Private  Act 

35 

35 

35 

35 

Fish  Friers 

12 

12 

12 

12 

Fishmongers 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Bakers 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Greengrocers  ... 

30 

30 

30 

30 

Sugar  Confectioners  ... 

35 

35 

35 

35 

Grocers 

80 

80 

80 

80 

Licensed  Premises 

98 

98 

98 

98 

Catering  Establishments 

160 

160 

160 

160 

Butchers 

42 

42 

42 

42 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 

9 

9 

9 

9 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS— INSPECTION  AND  CONTROL 

There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  City.  The 
one  Slaughterhouse  in  the  City  is  owned  by  the  Corporation  and  is 
leased  to  a firm  of  wholesale  butchers. 

A full-time  Meat  Inspector  and  a trainee  Meat  Inspector  are 
employed  by  the  Health  Department  at  the  Abattoir,  and  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors,  who  are  fully  qualified  to  carry  out 
Meat  Inspection,  are  available  at  times  of  illness,  holidays, 
etc.  This  arrangement  enables  the  Public  Health  Inspectors, 
who  were  formerly  engaged  on  Meat  Inspection,  to  devote  more 
time  to  other  important  duties.  The  Public  Health  Inspectors 
also  are  on  duty  one  day  each  week  at  the  Abattoir  to  relieve  the 
Meat  Inspector,  since  slaughtering  is  usually  carried  out  on  seven 
days  a week. 


Food  Transport 

The  transport  of  food  is  controlled  by  the  City  Bye-laws  and 
by  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1960.  Constant  supervision  of 
vehicles  was  maintained. 
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Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  carcases  inspected, 
together  with  particulars  of  carcases  and  parts  thereof  condemned 
for  Tuberculosis  and  other  conditions  at  the  Public  Abattoir. 


Beeves 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

8,629 

245 

37,608 

23,355 

Number  Inspected 

8,629 

245 

37,608 

23,355 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticercus  Bovis 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

14 

17 

61 

35 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

5,848 

7 

4,578 

7,446 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis or  Cysticercus  Bovis 

67.9 

9.8 

12.3 

32.0 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

13 

— 

— 

335 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis ...  ...  ... 

0.2 



_ 

1.4 

Cysticercus  Bovis — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

29 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  C. 
Bovis 

0.5 

— ■ 

— 

— 

The  total  number  of  carcases  examined  during  the  year  was 
69,837.  This  is  an  increase  of  27,096  on  the  1965  figure. 
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Weight  of  Diseased  and  Unsound  Meat  and  Offal  Con- 
demned : 

Tons  cwts.  Qrs.  lbs. 
Home-killed — Meat  ...  ...  ...  9 9 0 4 

Offal  37  1 2 7 


Total  ...  46  10  2 11 


The  whole  of  this  meat  was  either  destroyed  at  the  refuse 
destructor  or  processed  for  animal  feeding  stuffs. 


Tuberculosis  Order,  1964 

27  animals  were  notified  under  this  order  during  the  year. 


Notification  of  Tuberculosis  in  Calves 

No  calves  slaughtered  at  the  City  Abattoir  were  found  to  be 
affected  with  Tuberculosis. 


Cysticercus  Bovis 

Routine  examination  of  all  beeves  was  carried  out  and  in  40 
cases  cysts  were  found.  All  of  the  affected  carcases  and  offal  were 
subject  to  refrigeration  in  accordance  with  the  Meat  Inspection 
Regulations,  1963. 


OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTED  AND  SURRENDERED 


Canned  Meat 
Fish... 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 
Meat  Products 
Bacon 

Other  Foods 


Tons  Cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

4 3 25£ 

4 0 0 

6 8 2 6f 

I 1 15£ 

1 1 16 

15  3 6 


7 


16 


0 13f 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  CONDEMNATION  OF  CARCASES 


Beeves 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Abscess  ... 

— 





3 

Acute  Diffused  Septic  Peritonitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  Septic  Pneumonia 

1 

4 

1 

1 

Anasarca 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Arthritis 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Atrophy  ... 

— - 

— 

1 

— 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Emaciation 

1 

1 

10 

3 

Emaciation  and  Oedema 

— 

— 

18 

1 

Fever 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Gangrenous  Mastitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Generalised  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Immaturity 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Imperfect  Bleeding 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Jaundice 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Johnes  Disease 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  Tumour 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Oedema 

3 

2 

10 

3 

Paraffin  Contamination 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Peritonitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Poor  Physical  Condition 

- — 

— 

8 

2 

Pyaemia 

— 

5 

— 

15 

Septicaemia 

• — 

1 

4 

— 

Severe  Bruising 

- — - 

— 

1 

— 

Tumour 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Uraemia 

1 

— 

1 

1 

17 

17 

61 

35 

THE  LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION)  REGULATIONS, 

1963 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  City. 

POULTRY  INSPECTION 

Number  of  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  City  . . 1 

Number  of  visits  to  these  premises  . . . . . . . . 9 

Total  number  of  birds  processed  during  the  year  . . 9,800,000 

Types  of  birds  processed  . . . . . . Turkeys  & Broilers 

Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  0.25% 

Weight  of  poultry  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consump- 
tion ..  ..  34  tons,  16  cwts.,  1 quarter  and  20  lbs. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
SAMPLING  OFFICER’S  REPORT  1966 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
articles  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  the  year,  and  the 
results  of  the  analyses  : — 


Article 

Nc 

Subm 

itted 

N 

Gem 

0. 

nne 

N 

U nsati 

0. 

sfactory 

Formal 

Inf. 

Formal 

Inf. 

Formal 

Inf. 

Lard  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 



Milk  

14 

22 

13 

21 

1 

1 

Home-made  Jam 

— 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

1 

Fruit  Drinks 

— 

7 

— 

7 

— 

— 

Calcium  Drink 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Bread 

— 

9 

— 

9 

— 

— 

Milk  Bread 

— 

5 

— 

4 

— 

1 

Ice  Cream 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Medicinal  Substances 

1 

5 

— 

4 

1 

1 

Baby  Food 

- — - 

2 

— 

2 

• — 

— 

Yoghurt 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Beef  Curry 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Meat  or  Vegetable  Spreads  ... 

— 

9 

— 

9 

— 

— 

Fish  Pastes  ... 

— 

6 

— 

6 

— 

— 

Honey 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

Jelly 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Chocolate 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Milk  Chocolate 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Marmalade 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Chewing  Gum 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Sugar  Confectionery 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ravioli  in  Tomato  Sauce 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- — 

— 

Chutneys  and  Sauces 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Almond  Paste 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cream 

— 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

Essence  of  Rennet  ... 

- — - 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Whisky 



6 

— 

6 

— 

— 

21 

100 

18 

94 

3 

6 

121 

112 

9 

No.  of 

NOTES 

ON  UNSATISFACTORY 

SAMPLES 

Sample 

Article 

Analyst’s  Report 

Action  Taken 

7 

Home-made 

Contained  80  ppm. 

Made  in  copper  pan. 

Jam 

Copper. 

Householder  informed. 

26 

Milk 

Deficient  of  3%  Fat. 

Informal.  Formal 

sample  No.  31  taken 
which  was  satisfactory. 

36 

Medicinal 

Substance 

Unsatisfactory  label. 

See  sample  No.  77. 

47 

Milk 

Deficient  of  3%  Fat. 

Letter  of  warning  to 
Producer/Retailer. 

60 

Milk  Choco- 
late 

Consisted  of  Milk  Choco- 
late Substitute. 

See  sample  No.  85. 

30 


No.  of 
Sample 

Article 

Analyst's  Report 

Action  Taken 

77 

Medicinal 

Substance 

Unsatisfactory  label. 

Follow  up  of  sample 
No.  36.  Letter  to 

Manufacturers. 

85 

Milk  Choco- 
late 

Consisted  of  Milk  Choco- 
late Substitute. 

Letter  of  warning  to 
Manufacturers.  Fol- 

low up  of  Sample  No. 
60. 

88 

Chocolate 

Contaminated  with  car- 
bonaceous material. 

Subject  of  complaint. 
Complainant  informed. 

105 

Milk  Bread 

Not  made  with  whole 

Letter  to  vendor. 

milk  solids. 


PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Pathological  Examinations 

Faeces  : 

For  Dysentery  Organisms 

For  Food  Poisoning  Organisms  ... 

Rectal  Swab  : 

For  Dysentery  Organisims 


Positive  Negative  T otal 

26  28  54 

5 2 7 

1 — 1 


Infectious  Disease 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious 
in  the  six  wards  of  the  City. 


st.  st. 

Bartonsham  Central  Holmer  Martins  Nicholas 


disease 

T upsley 


Pneumonia  ...  1 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  3 

Food  Poisoning  1 

Measles  ...  •••  88 

Meningoccocal 

Meningitis  ...  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  — 

Dysentery  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  1 

Erisipelas  ...  — 


— 1 — 

1 3 6 

— 1 — 

34  125  379 


— 1 

6 5 

146  126 


6 


1 

3 


1 

2 


1 


31 


Cases  of  Acute  Infectious  Disease  according  to  Quarter  and  Annual 

Total  for  Each  Disease 


Disease 

1st  quarter 

2 nd  quarter 

3rd  quarter 

4 th  quarter 

Total 

Pneumonia  ... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

11 

9 

11 

34 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Measles 

8 

122 

275 

493 

898 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Meningoccocal 

Meningitis 



1 





1 

Dysentery 

— 

2 

— 

8 

10 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6 

6 

Erisipelas 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating 
to  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  employed  in 
the  Milk  Trade),  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis). 

Tuberculosis 


Pulmonary 

N on-pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  on  Register  at  31st  December, 
1965  

146 

111 

43 

33 

New  Cases  Notified 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Moved  into  District 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Moved  out  of  District 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Recovered  ... 

5 

5 

1 

1 

Died 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Number  on  Register  at  31st  December, 
1966 

143 

108 

42 

32 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Section  47 

During  the  year  action  had  to  be  taken  on  three  cases.  They 
had  been  living  under  unsatisfactory  conditions  and  were  in  need 
of  care  and  attention. 


32 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

(All  Ages) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

5 

7 

12 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

22 

— 

22 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

— 

6 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— 

2 

2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

30 

22 

52 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

27 

33 

60 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ... 

48 

33 

81 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Heart  Disease 

13 

24 

37 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ... 

6 

12 

18 

Influenza 

— 

2 

2 

Pneumonia  ... 

16 

11 

27 

Bronchitis 

16 

8 

24 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

3 

6 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

— 

3 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

1 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

— 

3 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

5 

3 

8 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

12 

26 

38 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

12 

3 

15 

All  other  accidents  ... 

5 

2 

7 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

2 

2 

...  230  204  434 


Total  all  Causes 
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